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What is a flood?
·  An overflowing of water onto land that is normally dry.
Steps of preparedness
Before a flood:

·  Know whether your house is in a flood zone.
·  Find out your community’s evacuation plan in case of closed flooded streets.
·  Build an emergency preparedness kit with 6 types of essential items: water, canned food, first aid kit, clothing, tools, and special items. 
·  Make a contact sheet with important numbers to call like, police, fire department, Red Cross, relatives, etc.
During a flood:

·  Listen to the radio or television for information.
·  Be aware that flash flooding can occur.  If it is possible get to higher ground with your family as soon as possible.  Do not wait for instructions to move.

·  If you have to leave your house, tell your family members to turn off the electricity in your home and unplug all appliances.  You should also secure your home by bringing in all your outdoor furniture and move important documents to the top floor.
·  If your parents are driving, tell them not to drive through flooded streets. (Driving flood facts click here) (Link: http://www.fema.gov/hazard/flood/fl_during.shtm)
After a flood:

·  Listen to the news to see if the water is safe to drink.
·  Do not play with flood waters.  It is dirty and contains bacteria.
·  If evacuated, return home when officials tell you it’s safe.  Be careful when going in to your home.  There maybe some broken glass or damage that can hurt you.

·  Clean everything that got wet.

·  Call your local Red Cross to see if they can help you with your emergency needs.[image: image1.png]
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4800 Mount Hope Drive

Baltimore, MD 21215
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