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What is a hurricane?

· A severe tropical cyclone originating in the equatorial regions of the Atlantic Ocean or Caribbean Sea or eastern regions of the Pacific Ocean, traveling north, northwest, or northeast from its point of origin, and usually involving heavy rains.
Steps of preparedness

Before a hurricane:

· Find out your community’s hurricane preparedness plan.
· Develop an evacuation plan (a place you could stay outside of your local area)

· Assemble two disaster supply kits: one if you need to stay inside your home, and one for evacuations.
· Tell your family to board up your home with shutters.  
During a hurricane:

· Listen to the radio to keep updated

· Stay on the first floor away from windows, skylights, and glass doors

· Be aware that the calm “eye is deceptive—the storm is not over
· If you get separated, one way to get in touch with l0ved ones is by going to this website, https://disastersafe.redcross.org/ . This site allows a displaced person to register at the site and list certain information, i.e. home address, phone number, email address.  Remember people without home computers can always go the public library for web access and assistance on using computers. If there is a hurricane, https://disastersafe.redcross.org/  is one resource that can get people back in touch with loved ones. 

· Watch out for flooding

· Stay out of areas subject to flooding
· Never drive through standing water

· Be alert for tornados

· Go the basement of your house in case of tornados
After a hurricane:
· Continue to listen to the local radio or television

· If you are evacuated, don’t return home until local officials tell you it is safe

· Stay alert for flooding

· Help your neighbors or other injured people

· Avoid loose or dangling power lines. Immediately report them to the Power Company, police, or fire department.

· Use the telephone only for emergency calls

· Contact your local Red Cross for emergency assistance[image: image1.png]
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American Red Cross Central Maryland Chapter

4800 Mount Hope Drive

Baltimore, MD 21215

youthcde@arc-cmc.org
410-624-2000
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